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SHOES NEWS          
Hello Stiletto Shoe Club  Newsletter

Oc tober 2007

Fe· tish:  An ob jec t of irra tiona l 
reverenc e or obsessive devotion 
 

There a re few things more insp iring  than the story of an 
everyday person who c omes up  with a  grea t business 
c onc ep t and  sees it through to suc c ess with ha rd  work 
and  determina tion.  Tha t's the story of Hawa iian na tive 
Sommer Meyer, a  self-p rofessed  shoe enthusiast (with 
over 250 pa irs) who tired  of her homemade system of 
tap ing  photos to the outside of random shoeboxes to 
keep  her p rized  possessions organized .   
 

In 2005 Sommer launc hed  her c ompany "Closet Fetish" 
c rea ting  a  line of upsc a le c loset organiza tion p roduc ts.  
The line inc ludes beautiful shoeboxes made of sturdy 
bookb ind ing  c a rdboard  ava ilab le in stiletto red , light 
b lue, ba llet p ink, beige, c hoc ola te, and  lavender.  The 
shoeboxes fea ture an externa l 4x6 inc h slot into whic h 
you c an slip  a  photo of the shoes inside.   
 

(Continued  on page 2)

Well-Heeled  
 

"Sometimes life 's destiny does not inc lude you being swept off your feet.  Sometimes it's just 
stand ing in the light of your c omp leteness... wearing fabulous shoes."   
 

Those a ren't the words of Carrie Bradshaw, they're the mantra  of Felic ia  Coley, Founder of The Well-
Heeled  Soc iety.   
 

The Well-Heeled  Soc iety is both a  b log  for shoe lovers (sing le and  married ) and  a  g ift reg istry for sing le 
women.  The insp ira tion for the reg istry c omes from Felic ia ’ s experienc e with a  toxic  rela tionship  and  
her dec ision to end  it.  Leaving  the rela tionship  meant having  to move on quic kly, abandoning  many 
ma teria l possessions inc lud ing  her entire shoe c ollec tion, and  feeling  embarrassed  about having  to 
c ontac t friends to stop  send ing  g ifts from the c oup le’s housewarming reg istry.   
 

As she d rove away from her silk stilettos, luc ite wedge peep-toes, and  meta llic  evening  shoes, she 
rea lized  her sa fety and  peac e of mind  were more important than any shoe.  It dawned  on her tha t 
she should  be c eleb ra ting  the fac t tha t she was strong and  smart enough to wa lk away from a  bad  
situa tion.  Thus, The Well-Heeled  Soc iety was born. 
 

Through The Well-Heeled  Soc iety’ s website,  women c an c rea te, ma inta in, and  sha re a  g ift reg istry 
based  on a ll kinds of persona l ac hievements like getting  a  p romotion, c losing  on a  new home, 
finishing  a  degree, or bea ting  b reast c anc er.   
 

Visit www.wellheeledsoc iety.c om to reg ister or subsc ribe to Felic ia 's b log .  As someone with a  19-yea r 
writing  portfolio you'll enjoy her words of wisdom in add ition to shopp ing  and  build ing  a  reg istry. 
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(Closet Fetish…c ontinued  from page 1) 
 

The idea  for the shoeboxes c ame not only from her own need  for suc h 
a  p roduc t but from a  c lass p rojec t Sommer worked  on while pursing  her 
master's degree a t Hawa ii Pac ific  University.  Business has been 
booming ever sinc e.   
 

Clients inc lude Melania  Trump, Angela  Bassett, and  Oprah Winfrey.  In 
fac t, the boxes will soon be fea tured  as one of Oprah's favorite things 
in O Magazine's "The O List."  They've been showc ased  in InStyle 
Magazine, Domino Magazine, and  Shop , Etc  too. 
 

Amidst suc h suc c ess, Sommer rema ins an op timistic , lighthea rted  
person.  She's a lso very generous and  supportive of women-owned  
businesses wanting  to help  those who like her, pursue their passions.  
Rec ently Sommer c ontac ted  eac h of the Hello Stiletto Shoe Club  
leaders and  dona ted  Closet Fetish shoeboxes as p rizes for upc oming 
shoe pa rties.  You c an see them in person a t selec t events or purc hase 
them on-line a t www.c losetfetish.c om for $15 eac h.   

Trend  Watc h: Menswear for Women  
by Melissa  O'Shea  
 

When it c omes to shoes, menswear is an undeniab ly hot 
trend  this season.  You c an't visit a  department store or on-
line reta iler without hea ring  about it.   
 

Admitted ly, I'm c omp letely hooked  on this trend  and  c an't 
resist jump ing on the bandwagon.  I love the idea  of a  
masc uline-style shoe pa ired  with an overtly feminine fea ture 
suc h as a  high heel, wild  c olor, or some type of flirta tious 
ac c essory like a  bow.  
 

Not to mention they’ re easy to wear.  Whether they're two-
tone spec ta tors, lac e up  oxfords, or c ap -toe mary jane's (to 
the right a re a  few of my c urrent favorites), pa ir them with 
opaque tights and  you've got yourself a  polished  look tha t 
works with anything  from jeans to skirts, and  for any 
oc c asion…work, p lay, day or evening .    
 

In next month's newsletter wa tc h for my review of tha t last 
pa ir, the Poetic  Lic ense “ Tease”  ava ilab le a t Planet Shoes.  
Now through Dec ember 22, 2007 Planet Shoes is offering  a  
spec ia l d isc ount to Hello Stiletto Shoe Club  members.  See 
below for deta ils! 
 

Above: Fabulous zebra  pumps 
find  a  c ozy and  worthy home 
in this Closet Fetish “ Stiletto 
Red”  Shoebox.  

 

SPECIAL OFFER FROM PLANET SHOES 
 

Planet Shoes is offering  Hello Stiletto Shoe Club  members a  
spec ia l limited  time d isc ount of 15% off any item purc hased  
on their site.  Visit www.PlanetShoes.c om and  enter c oupon 
c ode shoec lub15 (lowerc ase no spac es) between now and  
Dec ember 22, 2007 to take advantage of the offer.   
 

For Shoe Party styles, c hec k out Chinese Laundry, Kenneth 
Cole, Poetic  Lic ense, Sam & Libby, and  Steve Madden. 

 

Left: Miu Miu 
Nap lak Spec ta tor. 

Below  Left: Betsey 
Johnson Leopold . 
Below  Right: Ash 
'Ono' Bootie. 

Left: Via  Sp iga  
Mac ro. 

Below  Left: Chie 
Miha ra  Zashi Kiltie  
Pumps. Below  Right: 
Chie Miha ra  Tw o-
Tone T-Strap  Pumps. 

Right: Poetic  
Lic enc e “ Tease”  
ava ilab le a t 
p lanetshoes.c om 
 

See left for spec ia l 
offer through 
12/ 22/ 07. 
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 Shoe Club  Press and  Expansion 

 

The Shoe Club  rec eived  some exc iting  p ress this past month.  In Naples, Florida the c lub  was fea tured  
in the Sep tember 20th issue of Nap les News thanks to the fabulous event our c lub  leaders Ga il Lulley 
and  Rahel Brown organized  for us a t Saks Fifth Avenue.   
 

In Boston, Shoe Club  founders Melissa  O’Shea  and  Debb ie Mellor were interviewed  live in stud io on 
Kiss 108 FM’s “ Ma tty in the Morning”  show on Sep tember 21st.  The Boston c lub  was a lso fea tured  on 
WBZ TV's “ Sunday with Liz Wa lker”  show on c hannel 4 on Oc tober 21st. 
 

Thanks in pa rt to a ll this pub lic ity, the Hello Stiletto Shoe Club  c ontinues to g row and  we now have 
events on the c a lendar in two new loc a tions.   
 

In Providenc e, Rhode Island Chris Shine has stepped  up  to be our Providenc e-a rea  Shoe Club  leader.  
Our first event there will be on November 7th a t Pa ragon Ca fe.  In Los Angeles, California we’ re having  
a  Shoe Party in c onjunc tion with The Well-Heeled  Soc iety and  Singelringen on Dec ember 5th a t Zu 
Roba ta .  For more informa tion about these and  other upc oming events visit www.shoec lub .us and  
c lic k on Events.  

JO IN THE SHO E C LUB 

WWW.SHO EC LUB.US 

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT 
Who's in the Shoe Club? 
 

Get to know fellow Shoe Club  members through our Member  
Spotlight segment in whic h we p rofile a  d ifferent Shoe Club   
member every month or so.   

 

Name: Sandra  Aussem, Chic ago Shoe Club  leader 

 

Current Hometown: Chic ago, IL 
 

Oc c upation: Owner of Aussem Iron 
 

What I look for in a shoe: I love a  sexy shoe tha t is c omfortab le,  
c lassic , and  well-made. 

 

Shoe steal (best deal on shoes): I bought my first pa ir of Cole  
Haan shoes fifteen yea rs ago a t an outlet in Kittery, Ma ine.   
They were b lac k velvet fla ts tha t were a  stea l a t $60.  Also a   
pa ir of Fab io Rusc oni b lac k jigsaw mules for $20 a t a  sec ond-  
hand  shop  and  Steve Madden c handelier sanda ls for $16 (so  
good  I got Melissa  O’Shea  a  pa ir too!)  

 

Shoe splurge (most spent on shoes): My very first over-the-top   
shoe purc hase was for a  friend ’s wedd ing  in Ireland  about five  
yea rs ago.  I spent $225 on a  strappy pa ir of c hoc ola te stilettos  
designed  by Linda  Alla rd  for Ellen Trac y.   
 

Why I love shoes: A beautiful shoe will put a  twinkle in my eye and  a  sp ring  in my step .  I c an feel 
heavy one minute and  then put on a  three-inc h heel and  feel skinny!  Sometimes they a re so 
beautiful I just want to have them to look a t - like works of a rt.  You c an ac tua lly feel the designer's 
hea rt in the work. 
 

Sandra  Aussem, Chic ago Shoe Club  
Leader. 

  

Sandra ’s Wedd ing Shoes 


