
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SHOES NEWS          
Hello Stiletto Shoe Club  Newsletter

July 2007

WELCOME SHOE LOVERS 
 

Welc ome to the first ed ition of the 
Shoe Club  newsletter.  Now in add ition 
to ema ils rega rd ing  upc oming pa rties 
and  events, Shoe Club  members will 
rec eive a  monthly c hronic le of shoe-
rela ted  fea tures and  a rtic les.   
 

Shoes News d isc usses c urrent trends in 
footwear, hot designers, fun shopp ing  
finds, and  spotlights a  d ifferent Shoe 
Club  member eac h month.   
 

To rec eive Shoes News via  ema il eac h 
month and  enjoy other benefits of 
Shoe Club  membership , sign up  a t 
www.shoec lub .us/ signup .php  
 

It’ s a ll free! 
 

In c ase you haven’ t hea rd , the Shoe 
Club  is a  free soc ia l networking  c lub  for 
shoe lovers.  Brought together p rimarily 
through “ shoe pa rties”  tha t take p lac e 
monthly in ba rs and  restaurants a t 
loc a tions throughout the c ountry, 
members meet up  to soc ia lize, show 
off their shoes, d isc uss rec ent 
purc hases, and  c ompete in “ best 
shoe”  c ompetitions.  We even have 
shopp ing  events and  other themed  
meet ups. 
 

The Shoe Club  c urrently has c hap ters in 
Boston, Atlanta , Chic ago, and  Nap les 
Florida  and  more a re c oming soon.    
 
Sign up  today and  don’ t miss the fun. 
 

Sinc erely, 
 

Melissa  O©Shea , President 
Hello Stiletto Shoe Club  
781-632-2067 
melissa@shoec lub .us 
http :/ / www.shoec lub .us 

PARIS CALLING:  
 

A Visit to Christian Louboutin’ s Flagship  Shop  
 

by Melissa  O©Shea  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Flip  through the pages of any fashion magazine or 
c eleb rity gossip  rag  and  you©d be ha rd  p ressed  to 
finish without a  g limpse of the signa ture red  sole of a  
Christian Louboutin stiletto.  Celeb rities Christina  
Aguilera , Jessic a  Alba , Ha lle Berry, and  Sc arlett 
Johansson a re just a  few of Hollywood©s sta rs sporting  
the footwear of one of the hottest and  most beloved  
shoe designers of the moment, Christian Louboutin. 
 

A visit to Louboutin©s website revea ls tha t his obsession 
with shoe design began a t a  young age with him first 
selling  his work to danc e ha ll pa trons a t age sixteen.  
He©s noted  for his ultra  g lamorous and  "impossib ly 
feminine" c rea tions, whic h often fea ture fine 
ornamenta tion suc h as Swarovski c rysta ls, luxurious silk 
fab ric s, and  a  five-inc h heel or higher. 
 

In la te May I had  the p leasure of visiting  Louboutin©s 
flagship  boutique while vac a tioning  in Pa ris.  The 
experienc e was worthy of abundant d ramatiza tion.  
Here you go. 
 

Map in hand , game fac e on, husband  in tow 
(fa ithfully c a rrying  shopp ing  spoils from an ea rlier visit 
to a  flea  market), I trudge purposefully through the 
streets of Pa ris; my mission to find  Rue Jean-Jac ques 
Rousseau.  My internet investiga tions have ind ic a ted  
tha t Louboutin©s orig ina l boutique (the one a ttac hed  
to his offic e) is loc a ted  here.  The imp lic a tion is tha t 
not many peop le know about or visit this pa rtic ula r 
shop .  I feel like a  p ioneer, someone in the know.  My 
heart pound ing  I turn the c orner onto the approp ria te 
street. 
 

It©s an uninsp iring  sc ene of g ray b ric k build ings lining   
 

(Continued on page 2)
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(Visiting Louboutin… c ontinued from page 1) 
 

eac h side of the road .  I p ress on in sea rc h of # 19.  Soon, I see something  p romising .  A hot p ink g low is 
emana ting  from a  loc a tion up  ahead . 
 

Within sec onds I see the flowery signa ture of the Christian Louboutin logo etc hed  in the window of a  
seeming ly sec ret boutique in whic h rosy wa lls enc ase beautiful treasures.  Brightly c olored  shoes in 
b rilliant b lue, sc a rlet red , ric h b lac k, and  slic k meta llic  line the insides of the shop .  I c an©t wa it to go in. 
 

I do and  the shop  is fabulous.  An elegant woman in a  b lac k d ress assists me in find ing  the shoes I 
want to try on, running  from a  stoc k room next door and  bac k to the posh red  c ha ise lounge on 
whic h I©m perc hed  like a  p rinc ess.  I try on a  few pa irs inc lud ing  a  leopard  p rint T-strap  sanda l, a  roya l 
b lue sa tin sling  bac k, and  simp le elegant b lac k pumps.  I te ll my husband  I want them and  ask wha t 
we c an sell to make it so.  He asks sa rc astic a lly if I c an even wa lk in them.  Please.  I sashay to the 
mirror and  adore myself. 
 

Although I wish I c ould  say I bought severa l pa irs (a t 800 Euros a  pop ) and  was then whisked  bac k to 
my hotel in a  limousine, I ac tua lly d idn©t make a  purc hase.  And  we took the Metro home.  Someday 
I©ll be bac k though, and  I©ll buy a  pa ir or two then.  The antic ipa tion a lone, c omb ined  with having  
visited  the shop  onc e in my lifetime, is wonderful enough. 
 

Christian Louboutin shoes c an be purc hased  in the U.S. a t Ba rneys New York, Neiman Marc us, and  
Saks.  The Christian Louboutin web  site is www.c hristianlouboutin.fr 

TREND WATCH: NAKED SHOES 
 

by Melissa  O©Shea  
 

What©s the la test trend  in shoes?  Nothing .  Nothing , as in 
shoes tha t appear not to exist thanks to Luc ite heels, ac rylic  
wedges, c lea r straps, and  other transparent shoe pa rts. 
 

Maybe it©s bec ause of their leg-lengthening  p roperties or 
perhaps it©s to ensure you©ll never have troub le ma tc hing  
them to any outfit no ma tter how unusua l the c olor.  Either 
way, someone has b rought these shoes into fashion and  I 
have to admit, I kinda  like them. 
 

Let©s fac e it, Luc ite heels rea lly made their debut as stripper 
shoes whic h rea lly doesn©t put them squarely in the c outure 
c a tegory.  Well now designers like Manolo Blahnik, Serg io 
Rossi, Christian Louboutin, and  even Chanel a re b ring ing  
them into a  new light.  Following  suit a re other more 
ma instream yet vastly popula r b rands like Nine West. 
 

This month I©ll be persona lly sporting  this trend  in my new 
Soc a  Shoes wedges, whic h a re extra  spec ia l as they a re 
made by friend  and  loc a l shoe designer Steve Bednarz, 
who’s been known to make an appearanc e a t our Boston 
Shoe Parties from time to time.   If you’d  like to jo in in the 
fun visit www.soc ashoes.c om 

Above: Stua rt Weitzman  
Zappos.c om 

Left:  
Christian Louboutin 
Neiman Marc us 

Right: Manolo Blahnik 
Neiman Marc us 
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MEMBER SPOTLIGHT:  
Who's in the Shoe Club? 
 
Get to know fellow Shoe Club  members through our 
Member Spotlight segment in whic h we©ll p rofile a  
d ifferent Shoe Club  member eac h month.  You 
c ould  be fea tured  next! 
 

Name: Melissa  O©Shea  
 

Current Hometown: Med ford , Massac husetts 
 

Age: 36 
 

Oc c upation: Development Direc tor for the 
Ac c elera ted  Cure Projec t for Multip le Sc lerosis and  
Founder of the Hello Stiletto Shoe Club  
 

What I look for in a shoe: I enjoy something  unusua l - 
a  shoe in a  d ifferent c olor or multip le c olors, 
something  with an interesting  pa ttern or some kind  
of quirky ornamenta tion.  On the other hand , I a lso 
rea lly love a  simp le c lassic a lly sexy high heel when 
done in a  ric h fab ric , with a  built in p la tform (high 
vamp), c ut low on the sides or left open in a  d©Orsay 
style to elonga te the leg . 
 

Shoe steal (best deal on shoes): A pa ir of p ink and  
gold  Guiseppe Zanotti©s for $65 on Zappos Couture. 
 

Shoe splurge (most spent on shoes): Manolo Blahnik 
leopard  p rint Sedaraby pumps purc hased  a t 
Ba rneys.  Worth every penny. 
 

My Favorite Shoes: Manolo Blahnik Leopard  Sedaraby 
heels w orn by Pa ris Hilton (per shoebunny.c om). 

PRODUCT OF THE MONTH:   
 

      
 

  

Lilian Vernon Shoe Tote 
 

If you©re like me and  ha te c ramming your p rec ious pumps into the 
c onfines of a  tight suitc ase when traveling , you©ll love this travel 
solution for shoes.  I purc hased  one in red  tha t not only looks and  
func tions grea t on getaways, but looks c ute as a  storage solution 
as well.  Ava ilab le a t lilianvernon.c om for only $12.98 per 6-poc ket 
tote (eac h poc ket hold ing  one pa ir of shoes. 

JO IN THE SHO E C LUB 

WWW.SHO EC LUB.US 

Melissa  O’Shea , Shoe Club  Member and  Founder 


