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PARISCALLING:
A Visit to Christian Louboutin’s Hagship Shop
by Melissa O@hea

Hip through the pagesof any fashion magazne or
celebrity gossip rag and youd be hard pressed to
finish without a glimpse of the signature red sole of a
Chrigtian Louboutin stiletto. Celebrities Christina
Aguilera, Jessica Alba, Halle Berry, and Scarlett
Johansson are just a few of Hollywood®stars sporting
the footwear of one of the hottest and most beloved
shoe designersof the moment, Christian Louboutin.

A visit to Louboutin®website revealsthat hisobsession
with shoe design began at a young age with him first
selling hisworkto dance hallpatronsat age sixteen.
He®noted for hisultra glamorousand "impossbly
feminine" creations, which often feature fine
ornamentation such asSwvarovski crystals, luxurious silk
fabrics, and a five-inch heel or higher.

In late May | had the pleasure of visiting Louboutin®
flagship boutigue while vacationing in Paris. The
experience wasworthy of abundant dramatization.
Here you go.

Map in hand, game face on, husband in tow
(faithfully carrying shopping spoilsfrom an earlier visit
to a flea market), I trudge purposefully through the
streetsof Paris; my mission to find Rue Jean-Jacques
Rousseau. My internet investigationshave indicated
that Louboutin®original boutique (the one attached
to hisoffice) islocated here. The implication isthat
not many people know about or visit thisparticular
shop. Ifeellike a pioneer, someone in the know. My
heart pounding Iturn the corner onto the appropriate
street.

It®@an uninspiring scene of gray brick buildingslining
(Continued on page 2)

WELCOME SHOE LOVERS

Welcome to the first edition of the
Shoe Club newdetter. Now in addition
to emailsregarding upcoming parties
and events, Shoe Club memberswill
receive a monthly chronicle of shoe-
related featuresand articles.

ShoesNewsdiscussescurrent trendsin
footwear, hot designers, fun shopping
finds, and spotlightsa different Shoe
Club membereach month.

To receive ShoesNewsvia email each
month and enjoy other benefits of
Shoe Club membership, sign up at
www.shoeclub.us/signup.php

It’sall free!

In case you haven’t heard, the Shoe
Club isa free social networking club for
shoe lovers. Brought together primarily
through “shoe parties’ that take place
monthly in barsand restaurantsat
locationsthroughout the country,
membersmeet up to socialize, show
off their shoes, discussrecent
purchases, and compete in “best
shoe” competitions. We even have
shopping eventsand otherthemed
meet ups.

The Shoe Club currently haschaptersin
Boston, Atlanta, Chicago, and Naples
Horida and more are coming soon.

Sgn up today and don't missthe fun.
Sncerely,

Melissa OGhea, Presdent
Hello Siletto Shoe Club
781-632-2067

melissa @shoeclub.us
http://www.shoeclub.us




(Visiting Louboutin... continued from page 1)

each sde of the road. Ipressonin search of #19. Soon, | see something promising. A hot pink glow is
emanating from a location up ahead.

Within seconds| see the flowery signature of the Christian Louboutin logo etched in the window of a
seemingly secret boutigue in which rosy wallsencase beautiful treasures. Brightly colored shoesin
brilliant blue, scarlet red, rich black, and dick metallic line the insidesof the shop. I can®wait to go in.

Ido and the shop isfabulous. An elegantwoman in a black dressassistsme in finding the shoesl
want to try on, running from a stockroom next doorand backto the posh red chaise lounge on
which I@n perched like a princess. Itry on a few pairsincluding a leopard print T-strap sandal, a royal
blue satin ding back, and smple elegant black pumps. Itellmy husband Iwant them and ask what
we can sellto make it so. He askssarcastically if Ican even walkin them. Please. | sashay to the
mirror and adore myself.

Although I wish I could say I bought several pairs(at 800 Eurosa pop) and wasthen whisked back to
my hotelin a limousine, I actually didn®make a purchase. And we took the Metro home. Someday
I®be backthough, and I®buy a pairortwo then. The anticipation alone, combined with having
visited the shop once in my lifetime, iswonderful enough.

Christian Louboutin shoescan be purchased in the U.S at BarmneysNew York, Neiman Marcus, and
Saks. The Christian Louboutin web site iswww.c hristianlouboutin.fr

TREND WATCH: NAKED SHOES

by Melissa OGhea

What®the latest trend in shoes? Nothing. Nothing, asin
shoesthat appearnot to exist thanksto Lucite heels, acrylic
wedges, clear straps, and othertransparent shoe parts.

Maybe it@because of theirleg-lengthening propertiesor
perhapsit®@to ensure you®never have trouble matching
them to any outfit no matter how unusual the color. Ether
way, someone hasbrought these shoesinto fashion and |
have to admit, | kinda like them.

Let®face it, Lucite heelsreally made theirdebut asstripper

shoeswhich really doesn®put them squarely in the couture Above: Juart Weitzman

Zappos.com
category. Wellnow designerslike Manolo Blahnik, Sergio
Rossi, Christian Louboutin, and even Chanel are bringing
them into a new light. Following suit are other more
mainstream yet vastly popular brandslike Nine West.
Thismonth I®be personally sporting thistrend in my new Left:
Soca Shoeswedges, which are extra special asthey are ﬁgﬁ;an“hﬁt:?&u““

made by friend and local shoe desigher Seve Bednarz,

who’'sbeen known to make an appearance at our Boston

Shoe Partiesfrom time to time. If you'd like to join in the
fun visit www.socashoes.com

Right: Manolo Blahnik
Neiman Marcus




MEMBER SPOTLIGHT:;
Who's in the Shoe Club?

Get to know fellow Shoe Club membersthrough our
Member Spotlight ssgment in which we®profile a
different Shoe Club membereach month. You
could be featured next!

Name: Melissa OGhea
Current Hometown: Medford, Massac husetts
Age: 36

Occupation: Development Director for the
Accelerated Cure Project for Multiple Sclerosisand
Founderof the Hello Siletto Shoe Club

Melissa O’ Shea, Shoe Club Memberand Founder

What | look forin a shoe: | enjoy something unusual -
a shoe in a different color or multiple colors,
something with an interesting pattern or some kind
of quirky ornamentation. On the otherhand, | also
really love a smple classically sexy high heelwhen
done in a rich fabric, with a built in platform (high
vamp), cut low on the sdesorleft openina d©@rsay
style to elongate the leg.

Shoe steal (best deal on shoes): A pairof pink and
gold Guiseppe Zanotti®@for $65 on Zappos Couture.

Shoe splurge (most spent on shoes): Manolo Blahnik

My Favorite Shoes: Manolo Blahnik Leopard Sedaraby Ie()pard pl’lnt Sedaraby pumpspurchased at
heelsworn by ParisHilton (per shoebunny.com). Barneys. Worth every penny.

PRODUCTOF THE MONTH;
Lilian Vernon Shoe Tote

If you@e like me and hate cramming your preciouspumpsinto the
confinesof a tight suitcase when traveling, you®Ilove thistravel
solution for shoes. I purchased one in red that not only looksand
functionsgreat on getaways, but lookscute asa storage solution
aswell. Available at lilianvernon.com foronly $12.98 per 6-pocket
tote (each pocket holding one pairof shoes.

JOIN THE SHOE CLUB
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